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templated no hostile activities against Belgium. If the
Kingdom adopted "a benevolent neutrality toward Ger-
many/' the German Government promised at the conclusion
of peace to guarantee Belgium's sovereign rights and inde-
pendence, to evacuate the territory, to buy for cash all the
necessities required by her troops, and to make good every
damage which they might cause. But should Belgium
oppose German troops, or destroy railroads and tunnels,
"Germany would be obliged, to her regret, to regard the-
Kingdom as an enemy." An unequivocal reply was
demanded within twelve hours.157
Mr. Davignon instantly notified King Albert. A Cabi-
net meeting was called and sat till past midnight. It
was unanimous that Belgium's honor and interests de-
manded the rejection of the German demand. No German
"strategic interest" could justify "a violation of interna-
tional law." "The Belgian Government, if it were to
accept the proposals submitted to it, would sacrifice the
honor of the nation and at the same time betray its duty
toward Europe." It was therefore "firmly resolved to repel
by all means in its power every attack upon its rights."
Such was the brave reply which the little Kingdom gave to
the German Minister at 7 A.M. on August 3.158
Mr. Davignon on the morning of August 3 at once noti-
fied the Powers of Germany's ultimatum and its rejection,
but did not immediately appeal to the Guaranteeing Powers
for support.159 He was not at first convinced, according to
W7 Jagow to Below, July 29 and Aug. 2; ED., 376, 648. The German
Minister at Brussels was instructed to make certain changes in the
original ultimatum, omitting the clause that Germany "will even be pre-
pared to favor with the best of good will any possible claims of the
Kingdom for territorial compensation at the expense of France," shorten-
ing the time-limit for an answer from twenty-four to twelve hours, and
post-dating the ultimatum to make it appear that it had just been
received,
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